THE GREAT STATE

ink or parchment or written words could possibly
give full expression to the Word, Who Is God. "* Nor
do they conceive it possible that Jesus of Nazareth,
the Very Man of Very Man and Very God of Very
God, in a ten months' ministry, or at most three
years, could live the long life of the perfect dramatist,
the perfect artist, the perfect singer, the perfect
agriculturalist, the perfect bricklayer, the perfect
dancer, the perfect statesman, the perfect mother.

All art is not only self-expression but self-limita-
tion, and the art of God the Creator implies a re-
striction, in which may possibly be found the key
to the problem of evil. They believe that God the
Word or the "God Expressed" limited Himself
within the strong channel of a forcible life narrowed
to a particular purpose, but that as he lay a babe in
his mother's arms he filled and still fills the world
with his presence, ever striving to express himself
within the limitations of this or that heroic being;
hence the importance of seeing God in men and
women, and of the worship of the saints, no mere
copies, but originals, distinct and multitudinous
facets of that jewel of great price which is God.

But the historic Christ is the norm and illustra-
tion of the life of God and Man, the ever-present
God inspiring men with the same secret of vigour
and originality. The saints are taken as illustra-
tions, of the million-sidedness of God, latent and sug-
gested in the life of Jesus Christ. As to images
and pictures, their scriptures suggest that the idol
r 316